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insures good results to brutality, shall not the
former insure superior results to humanity ? To
this end was reason made superior to instinct,
and implanted in the soul of man, the glory of his
being. Yet is reason lame and blind and dumb
as to any power adequate to discovery or decision
upon those great subjects that come within the
scope of revealed truth. I hope this will be made
clear in appearance, as it is incontrovertible in
fact.

The distinction between the modes of operation
which reason takes for the discovery of truth must
be clearly pointed out, since her processes vary
according to the kinds of subject upon which she
labors. My meaning is that reason, in the nature
of things, cannot work out moral and mathemati-
cal questions by the same method. We all know
that. We all see there is as great a difference be-
tween moral and mathematical qualities of truth
as there is between the sciences of ethics and quan-
tity. To meet this, reason has two hands to work
with, and two ways of working, and is equally re-
liable for good results by both operations. Not
even a tyro need be told that algebraic expres-
sions are not adapted to expound moral truth, nor
moral reasoning competent to prove a theorem;
yet the legitimate proof of a proposition within the
sphere of moral truth is just as sure for a certainty
as the proof of any proposition within the sphere
.of mathematical truth. We need to nail this fact
in the mind, if we would avoid many absurd mis-
takes that others have made.

REASON is the power of universal and necessary